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. m i t . i , > Washington Post Staff Writer 

Alexander I. Solzhenitsyn has 
retained Edward Bennett Wil- 
liams, the Washington trial lawyer, 


of Solzhenitsyn and his wife, 


y -->« v: - *• 

said the 

human rights clauses of the Eur- 
opean security agreement signed 
in Helsinki in 1975 might provide 
some basis for legal action. Wil- 
to help defend, a recently im- liams said he would apply for, a 
prisoned dissident, in/the Soviet visa to go to the Soviet Union and 

Union, Williams and Solzhenitsyn see his new client “at the appro- 

revealed yesterday. priate time.” 

The man Williams will try to The Carter administration’s 
assist its Alexander I. Ginzburg, willingness to speak put on human 
40, whom the KGB arrested on rights issues apparently influenced 
Feb. 4. Ginzburg is a close friend Solzhenitsyn’s decision to hire 

Williams to defend Ginzburg. Wil- 
id Solzhenitsyn “believes 
dent” when Carter speaks 
burg announced publicly that he out^for human rights “across the 
had distributed more than $360,000 wqrld and behind the Iron Cur : 

r; contributed. ■ ■ 

the families 
in the UJS.S.R; 

Williams said yesterday he - ------- r - - — - — — ^ 

not know what he would be able spoken out on Ginzburg’s behalf, 

to do om Ginzburg’s behtdf; “It’s Ttoee^days . after /his . arrest- the 
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scnoiug me prospect or au ^ concern’’ for him A de- • / 

lean lawyer representing a Soviet SSld : j 

dissident in a Soviet criminal case. s ® e ™ s to .' h ^ ve £ een . singled 

“It’s perfectly clear that they harsh treat ' 

[the Soviet authorities] are not 

going 4 *a 1 mn . In a .^2 aa YSTlSI^RTfR fl 1 AC ; /; I. 
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GINZBURG, From A1 

Williams spent the day Satur- 
day with Solzhenitsyn in Caven- 
dish, Vt., where, the Nobel Prize- 
winning author now lives; Solzen- 
ltsyn told him he feared Ginzburg 
could not survive if he is impris- 
oned again. v 

Ginzburg has twice served pri- 
son sentences in the fiast, and 
suffers from , ulcers.- He had pneu- 
monia at the time of his arrest 
m a phone booth outside his 


$V*>: 

could now be liable to a sentence 
of 10 years. ' 

In 1961 Williams represented a 
Soviet employee of the United 
Nations who was arrested in New 
York on charges of espionage. In 
that case Williams was retained 
by the Soviet govrenment. His 
client was eventually allowed to 
leave the country * without being 

tried - _ . , 
Ginzburg has been held incom- 
municado at a prison in Kaluga 


— ^**vf** c uuutu outsidp m ivaiuga 

' apartment near Moscow, according , since 5113 arrest - 

to friends there. S The KGB often takes many months 
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code which covers “anti Soviet” < ? 0t /fussed the question of a 
behavior. He was previoJsfy coh ^ ^ tns work with Solzhenitsyn, 

H- thto p°afd W WhMher he 
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Text of Solzhenitsyn Note 


Following is the text of a letter 
from Alexander Solzhenitsyn to Ed • 
ward Bennett Williams, asking Wil- 
liams to represent Alexander I. 
Ginzburg, the Soviet dissident. Sol- 
zhenitsyn released the letter to The 
Washington Post yesterday. 

Dear Dr. Williams, 

I hereby request you to assume 
tlie legal defense of Alexander 
Il’ich Ginzburg, born in 1936, in 
the USSR. 

Since 1974 Alexander Ginzburg 
has been the main representative 
of the Russian- Social Fund, estab- 
lished by myself and ratified by 
the Swiss state authorities. In 
such capacity he helped many 
hundreds of prisoners in labor 
camps and in jail as well as their 
tormented families. ' 

Due to strenuous opposition on 
the part of the Soviet authorities, 
this was an extremely difficult 
task exacting the highest moral 
quality to be able to perform it. 
Alexander Ginzburg was able to, 
do so precisely thanks to his ex- 
ceptional moral fiber. 

In 1976 Ginzburg also took part 
in the activity of the Moscow 
group monitoring the observance 
of the Helsinki agreement by the 
Soviet authorities. 


In 1977 Ginzburg was arrested.. 

As the Soviet authorities can- * 
not afford to try Ginzburg openly 
for his charitable work,, they will 
resort to false charges. This sup- 
position is based not only on my 
thorough acquaintance with the 
Soviet investigational and judicial 
system, but also , and mainly on 
the authorities’ behavior. At the 
search which took place in Janu- 
ary, KGB officials planted foreign 
currency in Ginzburg’s flat. I de- 
clare responsibly that’ Ginzburg 
had no dealings whatsoever with 
foreign currency. Further, the 
Soviet press published statements 
against Ginzburg charging him 
with absurd criminal offenses.., 
Soviet reality shows that no mat- 
ter how absurd, accusations prof- 
fered by the press invariably find 
their way into court. s • 

I believe that legal counseling 
in Ginzburg’s case will open up a 
new world even to a lawyer with , 
your vast experience and world 
prestige. 

If you agree to undertake this 
case, I take it upon me to inform 
you in detail and on the spot of 
all and any developments con- 
nected with Ginzburg’s situation.' 

(s) Alexander Solzhenitsyn 


